OF THE WESTERN RESERVE

Highlights on
What’s Happening

at the Clubs!

Arlington Club:

Serves youth ages 5-12

The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Western Reserve
prides itself on being a place that allows youth to
participate in programs that promote and enhance
the development of members by instilling a sense
of power and influence, competence, usefulness
and belonging. As the beginning of the new school
year approached, Unit Director Aretha Valentine
and her staff prepared Fall Programming that would
inspire all of our youth to learn and grow as
responsible and caring citizens of the community.
Now that we are in full swing with fall programming
it is clear that club members are reacting positively
to these exciting programs!

Club members went on a field trip to the Akron U vs. Kent
State Football Game. The UA interim provost and a UA
football coach talked to the kids before the game about
working hard in school now to be ready for college in
the future.
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Mr. Brent with Arlington Club Members during the BGCWR Halloween Party.

Sports programming for the fall includes a BGCWR
Basketball team. Coach Mike and Coach Darshawn,
a former club member, held tryouts earlier this fall.
After making it through tryouts and being selected
for the team, members have to continue to work
hard if they want to stay on the team. Poor grades
in school or inappropriate behavior at club will get
any member either benched or kicked off the team.
This has encouraged the entire basketball team to
work hard on their behavior, academics, and
basketball skills.

“Many members with behavior
issues and problems in school have
been working hard on their self-
control so they can stay on the
team; additionally many of them

are proud to announce to their
team that they have straight A’s

on their most recent report card.”
— Mrs. Aretha

The Art Coordinator Miss Diana has members
working on unique pieces of artwork through a
variety of mediums including print, pastel, sculpture
and collage. Their inspirational work will be on
display during the Fine Art Exhibit at the Arlington
Club on January 7th, please come visit!

Eller Teen Center:

Serves youth ages 13-18

The high school dropout rate in America is 33%.
For Latino and African-American males that rate
is closer to 50% (Time Magazine, 2007). To make
sure our club members do not reflect this statistic
the Eller Teen Center Unit Director, Kathy Hullum,
is dedicated to inspiring teen club members not
only to graduate from high school but to do it with
good grades, a positive attitude and community
involvement. “It is all about providing the teens
with programs they will enjoy; they don’t want to
be in school while at the club, they want to be
involved and build relationships,” said Mrs. Kathy.

Teens Talking to Teens is one of the exciting new
programs offered at the Eller Teen Center and is a







